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February 15th Is Here! 

We have received literally hundreds 
of letters from charter subscribers ex- 
pressing their enthusiastic appreciation 
of the service Between the Lines is ren- 
dering. We wish you could read them 
. . . these letters from bank presidents, 
railroad workers, housewives, college 
professors, these letters from average 
Christian citizens. They have settled 
any lingering doubt concerning the wis- 
dom of starting such a unique publica- 
tion. Also, the vast majority of our 
subscribers has fulfilled the subscription 
pledge. Only a comparative few have 
not paid. When you receive this issue 
be sure to check your records to see that 
your subscription has been paid. The 
next issue will be sent only to those who 
have fulfilled their subscription pledge. 

You might also be interested to know 
that new subscriptions are pouring in. 
The need of truth in the hands of Chris- 
tian laymen is greater now than ever. 
Pass your copy of Between the Lines on 
to others. Tell others about it. 











Protestant Churches 
Restricted in Spain 

Reports coming through the uncen- 
sored channels of the Worldover Press 
indicate emphatically that the situation 
of the Protestant minority in Spain con- 
tinues to give rise to grave concern here. 
During the civil war, the Franco authori- 
ties promised full religious liberty to all. 
However, two recent decrees have or- 
dered the immediate closing of all Prot- 
estant schools and have forbidden the 
reopening of Protestant churches which 
had been closed during the civil war. 
Furthermore, all inscriptions have 
been removed from Protestant churches, 
Protestant editions of the Bible may not 
be sold, and stocks of Bibles in the pos- 
session of the British Bible Society have 
been seized and destroyed. Since Cath- 
olic teaching is obligatory in the schools 
and attendance at Mass is required of all 
soldiers and state employees, pressure is 
clearly being brought to bear upon Prot- 
estant individuals. Protestant pastors 
are suffering great distress. Some have 
been able to escape from the country, 
others have found employment of one 
sort or another, but the majority are 
finding themselves in a very serious 
predicament. 
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Defense Program Profiteering 


The pile of evidence now accumulated in Washington showing “excessive 
and unconscionable” profiteering in the country’s defense program is enough 
to cause a country-wide explosion, if the facts were known. But a survey 
of the press reveals that not much of the country knows about it. The news 
of the reports of the Truman, Vinson and Roberts committees for the most part 
is being “played down.” The report of the Vinson committee in Congress 
revealed appalling inefficiency, self-interest and profiteering in the production 
of arms now of vital importance on every front. Profits on navy building con- 
tracts ranged in many cases from 40% to as high as 200%. One corporation 
fearing a revelation of its looting of public defense funds, returned to the gov- 
ernment $750,000 of its profits. But government auditors report that this firm 
still earned 20.75 per cent profits on its naval contracts. The criminal prose- 
cution of men guilty of plundering the defense program has been demanded 
on the floor of Congress. The Truman report exposed the almost unbelievable 
blundering of army and navy bureaucrats and revealed that some of the country’s 
dollar a year men in the O.P.M. have been putting the interests of their corpora- 
tions above the country’s needs. The Truman committee bluntly charged the 
automobile industry with trying to thwart the utilization of its facilities for de- 
fense; with covering up by wide publicity about the few defense plants they were 
building with government money; with being really concerned most in maintain- 
ing a business-as-usual rate of auto production. 

Between the Lines is calling your attention to an accumulative estimate of 
these reports not only because most newspapers played them down or ignored 
them entirely, but also because the country’s leading weeklies, Newsweek, Time, 
etc., pooh-poohed the investigations in brief summaries buried in their pages. 
We call the Christian layman’s attention to the fact that Newsweek and Time 
represent big business which bears the brunt of the defense investigation’s at- 
tacks. (Time was founded by Morgan Banking money loaned by Henry P. 
Davison, a Morgan partner whose name appeared for a long time on its owner- 
ship statement. Newsweek is owned by a group of Wall Street corporations, A. 
K. Lockett (Morgan and Company) Harriman, Brown Bros., etc., etc.). We un- 
derstand that some Senators still can’t believe what they heard about the extent 
of the plundering and scandal in the defense housing program. But the cry 
of “the war must be won” will smooth all this over and Beiween ihe-Lines-pre- 
dicts that the pirates and robbers at home whose hands can touch high places will 
escape further punishment or exposure by this smoke screen. Well, you can de- 
pend on it there’s no profiteering in one war activity,—the soldier’s pay is still 
$21 a month. 


Church and the Defense Workers 


One of the greatest migrations in the history of America is taking place today 
as defense workers move to new job locations. Reliable estimates report that 
nearly a half million new defense homes will be completed within the next six 
months. Already enormous housing projects have been finished and occupied 
during the past two years. These won’t begin to shelter all the families on the 
move. Will the churches in the defense areas be alert to the responsibility and 
challenge these families present? A move can be the occasion for a family’s 
severance of church connections, or the church can be the key to their place in 
the new community. Don’t let these bewildered newcomers slip out of the em- 
brace of the church at this most crucial period of their lives. It will probably 
be the greatest opportunity many churches will have in this generation for in- 
fluencing the pattern of America’s tomorrow. Emphasize especially the work 
among young people,—all youth agencies continue to accent the danger of in- 
creased juvenile delinquency during war with so many youth leaders in service. 
Both the young people and the young families will need the church desperately. 
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“India’s Coral Strand” 


Can you remember back to the time when we thought that mission 
fields were in remote and almost unheard-of regions of the earth? 
Today those places are daily in the military communiques and are on 
everyone’s lips. Rangoon, Moulmein, Chungking and many other places, 
centers of the great missionary enterprise, are now centers of enemy 
attack. One cablegram received in New York reports the internment 
of a Methodist missionary bishop and nine of his associates. At the 
outbreak of the war between the United States and Japan, they had 
been in Japanese-occupied China planning the furtherance of their 
work with Chinese colleagues. Missionary wives with small children 
to care for have been evacuated as cablegrams recently received from 
danger spots in Burma indicate, but with few exceptions the other 
missionaries in these threatened areas remain at their posts. It seems 
to us that the native populations cannot help but compare the exam- 
ple of Christian ideals set by these consecrated men and women 
with the now all too evident fruits of militarism and ideal of force. 


Cooperative Gains 

The cooperative plan for the federal housing program has begun 
to gain ground in Washington despite the opposition of private con- 
tractors, building material companies, and real estate interests. But 
with exposé of the inefficiency, waste and profit plundering on_gov- 
ernment housing projects constructed by private contractors, the co- 
operative promoters are now making it hot for C. F. Palmer, the rich 
real estate operator Roosevelt brought up from Georgia to head up 
federal housing. Palmer has fought cooperative suggestions bitterly, 
but is now having to give ground to Col. Lawrence Westbrook and 
others who have successfully completed several outstanding coopera- 
tive housing developments. The Westbrook plan includes the par- 
ticipation of management and eventual ownership by the tenant, with 
interest charges of 3% as against the usual 5% to 6% interest rates. 

In Ohio where the great farm cooperatives have given America a 
picture of what can be done to end poverty and promote comfort 
and security for the average small rural citizen, another forward step 
extends the benefits of cooperation as against unregulated competi- 
tion. Cooperative hospital insurance has now been made available 
to all members of the Farmers’ Cooperatives. The insurance benefits 
include specified hospital fees, operating room and laboratory ex- 
penses and surgical fees. Monthly premiums range from 70c for 
husband and wife only, to $3.20 for all hospital and surgical benefits 
for the entire household. We have talked to many doctors about these 
plans. Some are opposed to any and all forms of cooperative medi- 
cine on the basis that it is “socialistic” and destroys private practice. 
But many other able physicians say that in reality they find co- 
operative medicine does not affect the established surgeon or doctor 
who has a well to do practice and it gives work to the many young 
doctors who find it so hard to get established. In the long view it 
creates much work for all doctors because the participating mem- 
bers of the Cooperatives come in promptly at the first physical dis- 
turbance instead of applying often-harmful home remedies; they are 
no longer afraid of the doctor’s bill and hospitalization expense which 
have bankrupted so many farmers. 
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Planning for the Peace ‘on 

At a time when our first energy must go to the task of destruction, 
it is heartening to know that groups are busy in America also prepar- 
ing for peace. It will require a tremendous advance planning job 
to provide employment for the millions mustered out of the army, 
and there won’t be the push of spectacular emergency to put this job 
across as with a war challenge—though failure on the peace front 
can be just as devastating to a nation. Men will be looking for jobs 
at the very moment when the strain of war production is over, but 
there should be plenty of work for them in producing for the mass 
of American families who live on a lower-than-adequate level of diet, 
shelter and clothing. If we aren’t prepared to shift gears from war 
production to peace production, we will be faced with a cataclysmic 
social upheaval resulting from the piling up of mass unemployment— 
that means winning the war abroad and losing it at home. 


Stuart Chase, noted economist, predicts that the present emergency 
effort, if carried over into a peacetime economy, can provide the 
highest standard of living our country has ever known. We have 
learned to mobilize our resources and sweep away restrictions on the 
basis of production for need, we have learned to make the fullest use 
of our materials, man power, industry and money. We have placed 
real resources above figures on paper and have put our economy on 
a basis of men_and materials rather than money. Certain foresighted 
defense housing leaders are already considering a vast rebuilding 
program in the post-war period to provide adequate shelter at costs 
within the range of the majority of people and the reclamation of 
areas blighted by neglect or over-crowding in many cities, areas often 
occupying some of the most valuable and accessible space in the 
community. 


The post-war problems of youth are also being very intelligently 
faced by the American Youth Commission, headed by Owen D. 
Young. The report of this group makes suggestions for broad changes 
in the educational program, asking for more thorough preparation 
for the student who does not expect to go further than high school, 
more vocational training in both high school and college, more op- 
portunities for apprenticeship, more junior college and technical in- 
stitutes attached to local school systems. 
mends the following program: 


The commission recom- 


1. Making the employment of all over 21 a social responsibility. 


2. Production of goods for use of the needy through such activities as 
the CCC, the NYA and other work programs. 


A year of work between high school and college to give youth a 
better grasp of his abilities and the demands of a working world— 
with the age of 16 as the minimum limit of the eduation period. 
Long range plans for providing work for all those who want to 
work. 

More consumer cooperatives, more profit-sharing plans and better 


distribution of income so that the potential number of consumers 
will be increased. 





